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BUSY START TO 2015 FOR UK TRADESMEN 

 

Latest index shows tradesmen are getting busier year-on-year  

Significant majority (97%) are in work 

 

2015 has got off to a busy start for UK tradesmen, according to new research released by 

leading multi-channel retailer, Screwfix. 

 

97% of the plumbers, electricians, builders, carpenters and other tradesmen questioned in 

Screwfix’s Trade Pulse* report are currently working.  In fact, nearly one in six are so busy 

they have more work than they can handle and 78% have enough work to keep them busy, 

compared with 74% for the same period last year and only 72% in 2013. 

 

Tradesmen are also optimistic for the future, with 59% believing business will improve for 

them in the next 12 months.  For more than one in three business is busier than expected 

and they are preparing more quotes compared to this time last year. 

 

The optimism they are feeling for their own businesses is also mirrored in their feelings 

about the general economy as 53% think it will grow in the next 12 months. 

 

Andrew Livingston, CEO of Screwfix, commented: “2015 has got off to a buoyant start for UK 

tradesmen, with many taking on more work year on year. This trend has also come through 

other measures such as the latest construction growth figures**.  With so many tradesmen 

reporting that they’re currently in work, expecting to get busier through the year and brightly 

looking ahead to the future, we are focused on continuing to help them where we can to 

build on their current business success. 

 

“We know it’s crucial that tradesmen can get the goods they need and get back to their job 

as quickly as possible.  For this reason, we’ve committed to opening more than 50 new 

stores across the UK and creating an additional 900 jobs in 2015.  These investments are 



designed to offer our trade customers more choice of how and where to shop, whether 

online, over the phone or in store.” 

 

For more information on Screwfix visit www.screwfix.com, call 0500 41 41 41 or mobile-

friendly on 03330 112 112. 

 

*Screwfix Trade Pulse is a monthly index which surveys more than 500 UK tradesmen to 

track work levels and optimism among the trade. 

 

** The Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), by Markit 
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Note to editors 

About Screwfix: 

Screwfix is part of Kingfisher plc, Europe’s leading home improvement retail group and the 

third largest in the world www.kingfisher.com.  Screwfix is recognised as being “where the 

trade buys” offering a straightforward and transparently-priced retail experience that enables 

busy tradesmen to shop 23,000 products over the phone, online, via their mobile or from 

their local store.  

 From power tools and workwear to cables and pipe fittings, more than 11,000 

products are available to pick up from the national network of over 365 stores. A 

further range of over 10,000 products can be ordered over the phone, online or from 

a local store for next day delivery, with orders taken up until 7pm to home or site. 

 Screwfix.com attracts 1.5 million unique visitors per week and the Screwfix Click & 

Collect service means customers can conveniently purchase supplies online (or over 

the phone) and then collect from store just five minutes later.  

 Customers can call the UK-based Screwfix Contact Centre 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week (including bank holidays)  on 0500 41 41 41, or on the mobile-friendly 03330 

112 112. 

 All of our 365+ stores are open 7 days a week and from 7am Monday to Friday, 

making sure we are ready when our customers are. 

 9 out of 10 customers would recommend Screwfix to a friend. 
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